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unsound.This provocative new reading of Darwin goes directly to the origins of evolutionary theory. Unlike
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gestation. By the early 1800s, however, the idea of preformation had become the concept of evolutionary
recapitulation, the idea that during its development an embryo passes through a series of stages, each the
adult form of an ancestor species.Richards demonstrates that, for Darwin, embryological recapitulation
provided a graphic model of how species evolve. If an embryo could be seen as successively taking the
structures and forms of its ancestral species, then one could see the evolution of life itself as a succession of
species, each transformed from its ancestor. Richards works with the "Origin" and other published and
archival material to show that these embryological models were much on Darwin's mind as he considered the
evidence for descentwith modification.Why do so many modern researchers find these embryological roots of
Darwin's theory so...
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