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indexed. Not illustrated. 1776 Excerpt: . deity arrests my arm, And whispers to my heart-Zaphna, forbear. Pal.
Distracting state! Zapb. Alas, my dear Palmira, I m weak, and stnidder at this bloody bus neI. Help me, Oh help,
Palmira; I am torn, Distracted with this conslict. Zeal, horror, love, and pity seize my breast, -And drag it diJ
rent ways. Alas, Palmira, You see me tossing on a sea of passions; Tis thine, my angel, to appease this tempest,
Fix my distracted will, and teach me--Pal.--What? What can I teach thee in this strife of passioni-f-Oh, Zaphna! I
revere our holy prophet, Think all his laws are register d in heav n, And every mandate minted in the skies.
Zapb. But then, to break through hospitality, And murder him by whom we are protected! Pal, Oh, poor
Alcanor! gen roue good Alcanor! My heart bleeds for thee. Zapb. Know then, unless I act this horrid scene,
Unless I plunge this dagger in the breast Of that old man, I must---I must--Pal. What--Zap. Must, Palmira--(Oh,
agonizing thought!) lose thee for ever. Pal. Am I the price of good Alcanor s blood? Zapb. So Mahomet ordains.
Pal. Horrible dowry! Zapb. Thou know st the curse our prophet has de Of endless tortures on the disobedient:
nounc i Thou know st with what an oath I ve bound myself, To vindicate his laws, extirpate all That dare oppose
his progress. Say then, fair one, Thou tutoress divine, instruct me how, How to obey my...
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