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Reference Series Books LLC Apr 2013, 2013. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 189x101x15 mm. Neuware -
Source: Wikipedia. Pages: 26. Chapters: Marian Anderson, Jessye Norman, Kathleen Battle, Leontyne Price,
Robert McFerrin, Grace Bumbry, Marilyn Horne, Simon Estes, Shirley Verrett, Barbara Hendricks. Excerpt:
Jessye Norman (born September 15, 1945) is an American opera singer. Norman is a well-known contemporary
opera singer and recitalist, and is one of the highest paid performers in classical music. A dramatic soprano,
Norman is associated in particular with the roles of Aida, Cassandre, Alceste, and Leonore. Jessye Mae Norman
was born on September 15, 1945 in Augusta, Georgia to Silas Norman, an insurance salesman, and Janie King-
Norman, a school teacher. She was one of five children in a family of amateur musicians; her mother and
grandmother were both pianists, her father a singer in a local choir. Norman's mother insisted that she start
piano lessons at an early age. Norman attended Charles T. Walker Elementary School, A.R. Johnson Junior High
School, and Lucy C. Laney Senior High School, all in downtown Augusta. Norman proved to be a talented singer
as a young child, singing gospel songs at Mount Calvary Baptist Church at the age of four. At the age of nine,
Norman heard opera for the first time on the radio and was immediately an opera fan. She started listening to
recordings of Marian Anderson and Leontyne Price whom Norman credits as being inspiring figures in her
career. At the age of 16, Norman entered the Marian Anderson Vocal Competition in Philadelphia which,
although she did not win, led to her being oIered a full scholarship to Howard University, in Washington, D.C.
While at Howard, Norman sang in the university chorus and as a professional soloist at the Lincoln Temple
United Church of Christ, while studying voice...
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