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Elihu Root, Secretary of War, at Peoria, Illinois, September 24,
1902 Fellow Citizens: Once before, and only once, I have visited
the city of Peoria. It was on that clay, in the autumn of 1899,
when the stately and beautiful monument to the soldiers of the
Civil War, which adorns your public square, was unveiled. It was
a day of festivity and rejoicing. All business and controversy and
selfish care had been laid aside, and from all the town and all
the country round the people had gathered to look upon the
face and listen to the voice of their beloved President, William
McKinley. As his sweet and vibrant tones carried his words to the
very limits of the great throng, every sentence was an impulse of
patriotism. Every wave of responsive sympathy lifted the people
up to higher planes of citizenship and of manhood. Not merely
what he said but what he was, the intimate relation of the
listener to the man himself, for the moment ennobled every
heart and forever...
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